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Weekly Update for November 18, 2022  
 

Independence Police Honored  
Congratulations to Chief Robert Butler and the entire Independence Police Department for being 
honored with a Gold AAA Community Traffic Safety Award this week. The IPD was recognized 
for making the roadways safer for motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians.  

I am proud of Chief Butler and the entire Police Department for their leadership and for always 
going above and beyond to find innovative solutions to safety issues. 

Chief Robert Butler said, “Safety is our top priority; our officers actively patrol the residential 
and business communities.” 

The annual AAA Traffic Safety Awards recognize law enforcement agencies for their exemplary 
efforts to address issues such as impaired and distracted driving as well as pedestrian safety in 
the community. 

The Gold Award is given for outstanding traffic safety practices. AAA takes into consideration 
traffic safety programs, presentations, roadway improvements, and trends in traffic statistics to 
show accomplishments in meeting traffic safety goals 

 

(L-R): Lieutenant Mark Buehner, AAA East Central’s Lori Cook, Chief Robert Butler 
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Remembering Leo Bender 

I was saddened to learn that former Mayor Leo H. Bender of 
Broadview Heights has passed away at the age of 90.    
 
A U.S. Air Force veteran, Mayor Bender faithfully served the 
residents of Broadview Heights from 1985-2003. He and his wife 
Judith and their family were dear friends, and he was a reliable 
colleague who offered good counsel throughout the years.  
 
Leo was kind, funny, and dedicated to his family, faith, and 
Broadview Heights. Thank you, Leo, for your brave service to our 
country and to your community.    
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Bender family.  
 
 
 
Another Successful Stuff the Ambulance Food Drive 
The Independence Fire Department held another successful Stuff the Ambulance Food Drive at 
Drug Mart on Sunday, November 13.  
 
More than 1,000 pounds of food and more than $1,000 in cash donations were collected for the 
Lend-A-Hand Food Pantry which serves Independence, Broadview Heights, and Seven Hills 
families.   
 
Thanks to everyone who participated.  Your generosity will make Thanksgiving more special for 
nearly 60 families in the area.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Life Lessons 
Fourth graders at Independence Primary School applied their classroom learning to real life 
when they took a field trip to the Hunger Network, one of Cuyahoga County's largest emergency 
food providers, and Frontsteps, a food sustainability start-up.     
 

 
 
After reading Katherine Applegate's book, Crenshaw, which explores the impact of poverty on 
families and the community, students wanted to do something for people in our area that may 
be in a similar situation to the characters in the book. 
Working with the school's cultural committee, the school aligned this field trip with grade-level 
standards to make IPS students aware of differences in the world.  
 

"We were excited to have the opportunity to 
partner with the Hunger Network and 
Frontsteps to tour their facilities and 
provide them with donations collected from 
IPS families," said Principal T.J. Ebert, 
Independence Primary School. 
 
While simultaneously reading the book, 
students wrote responses to reflect on 
various themes presented in the novel. For 
example, the family fell into hard times and 
struggled financially, and IPS students felt 
empathy for the characters. During class 
discussions, they wanted to create an action 

plan to help those who are less fortunate. Knowing basic needs of shelter and food in 
neighboring communities are limited, they decided to gather donations to make a difference.  
 
"The type of learning that occurred through connecting the reading of this book with taking this 
field trip emphasizes how we can take a complex real-world problem to help our students learn 
and prepare for citizenship and work in today's society," said Ebert. 
 
 
 
 



Community Craft Fair 
Hundreds of people started their holiday shopping last weekend at the Community Craft Fair at 
the Civic Center on Sunday, November 13.   

 

 

It was a sell-out event with forty local artisans – 40% of which were operated by Independence 
residents.  Thanks to everyone for supporting our small business friends and neighbors.  

 

 



New Storm Sewers  
 
Please be advised that beginning Monday, 
November 21st, a contractor working for the City, 
Catts Construction, will be performing sewer 
maintenance work to install a new storm sewer 
across Highland Drive, between Parkland Drive and 
Brookside Road.  
 
Work is expected to last 2-3 days, weather 
permitting.  
 
Two-way traffic will be maintained, however, 
motorists should travel with caution, as large, slow-
moving vehicles may be accessing the roadway. 
Minor noise and dust can be expected.  

 
Please travel with caution through the work zone, with travel speeds reduced. Expect 
minor delays.  

If you have any questions, please contact the Engineering Department at 216.524.1374. 

 

Holiday Hours  

City Hall and most departments will be closed next 
Thursday and Friday, November 24-25, to celebrate 
Thanksgiving.  

Community Services will close at 5 PM on Wednesday, 
November 23 and will reopen on Monday, November 28 at 
7 AM. 

The Parks and Recreation Department will be open on 
Thanksgiving from 8-11 AM, and regular hours on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.  Thank 
you, Parks and Rec employees.  

For residents who normally get their rubbish picked up on Thursdays, next week it will 
happen on Friday, November 25.  The Service Department will have double routes that 
day so some stops may not occur until after 4:30 PM.  Please be patient.  

 

Weekly Finance Review  
Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Financial Update for 
November 18, 2022.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
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VIP Dance: 80’s Style 

More than 230 parents and 
children attended the 
Independence Primary School’s 
VIP Dance on Saturday, November 
12 at the Civic Center.   The 80’s 
themed dance was fun and 
colorful with everyone dressing 
up in the styles of the era.  Here 
are just a few memories from the 
“rad” evening.  

 

 



 

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, I will not have a Weekly Update for November 25, 2022.  
The next edition will be December 2 – the day before the Holiday Tree lighting – stay 
tuned.  

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 
please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 

 

mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

